1912]      Repercussions of the Little Tap on the Back

known (as I know) how it came about these guns were ordered
from France they would be still more displeased. You will
remember that some years ago Prince Ferdinand was in Berlin
and that after dining with Their Majesties he was talking to
somebody looking out of the window when the Emperor
going behind him tapped him on an unfortunate place whereat
Prince Ferdinand was highly offended and demanded apolo-
gies via Eulenburg which were not forthcoming. Furious,
Prince Ferdinand who had been negotiating with Krupp about
guns popped off to Creusot as he didn't wish to give the
order to Germany. The parents of Schneider, the owner of
the Creusot works, told me all about it again last night.

I have seen General Silvestre who is very preoccupied with
Bulgarian happenings and is wondering if Russia and Eng-
land will keep firmly to the Triple Entente. He knows the
Russians well having seen them in Manchuria and hasn't too
much faith in them. This morning the German Press is in
utter confusion. First of all determined to uphold Austria
even to the extent of going to war, now the Press in Berlin
is all against her. And of all Berlin's Turkish policy nothing
now remains but the Bagdad Railway.

Paris, 4tk November, 1912.

Here people can only talk about the Bulgarians, the merits
of their King, their wonderful army, the superiority of
Creusot's guns over Krupp's, Germany's embarrassment over
Austria with whom she has become rather too involved and
over Italy whom she feels is eluding her, and the future which
everyone would like to be able to foretell, etc,, etc. It is
extremely interesting hearing all these things discussed and I
notice that great progress is being made here in reasonable-
ness. One notices this also in religious matters. The churches
are full, many soldiers make their appearance and it seems
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